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CHAIRPERSON'S STATEMENT
As difficult as the year 2020 was for
the families of Nuevo San Jose and Fatima,
the problems would, no doubt, have been
far worse without the help of the
supporters of the the Mountain School
through La Montaña Fund.
Early in the year, when Guatemala
closed its borders, the school shut down,
the traditional food markets closed, the
transportation systems stopped, and day
labor opportunities closed up. The very
survival of the rural communities was in
doubt. The board decided to undertake the
Emergency Food Project, the goal of which
was to avoid the potential disaster of
widespread hunger and the dissolution of
the communities around the School. We
are so grateful that our donors stepped up
to fund that program. Over $50,000 was
raised and spent for the Food Project
alone during last year.
Many thanks to Carlos Sanchez,
Director of PLQ, who organized and
directed the purchase and delivery of a

month’s worth of food for 450 people ten
times over the last year. Once the food
was delivered from Xela, members of the
community came to the patio in front of
the school where they weighed and
bagged the food. They made sure that no
one was left out. Since then, we have
gotten many messages of thanks and
appreciation.
On behalf of the members of the board
of La Montaña Fund, I would to thank
our generous donors who made it
possible. We hope we can soon meet back
up with our friends in Guatemala as things
start to open back up.

DARRYL ROBBINS

President, La Montaña Fund
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OUR MISSION

To support rural community development in the
Department of Quetzaltenango, Guatemala through
art, education, health, and literacy
2020 BOARD MEMBERS

Darryl Robbins, President
Sarah Shatz (2020),
Secretary
Michele Seipp, Treasurer
Amelia Cutten
Candace Wilson
Edward Scott
Erin Papa (2021)

03 | ANNUAL REPORT 2020

EMERGENCY FOOD PROGRAM

Last year, when we made the
choice to prioritize the health of
the communities, you opened your
hearts and wallets in an
overwhelming show of support.
You made possible the delivery of
food for 450 people every month
from April-December. In all, over
$50,000 was raised and spent to
deliver food in 2020.
SCHOOL PRESERVATION

In order to have a school to return
to when things open back up, La
Montaña Fund and PLQ are
funding the maintenance of the
grounds and buildings. This
support amounts to $1200 per
month and provides employment
for staff and funds for materials.
We plan to continue this support
until things open up.
BECAS

In 2020, students were hit hard
as schools were closed and
opportunities for online learning
were scarce. As a result, the
number of scholarships awarded
decreased. Everyone is looking
forward to the coming year.
Already, we have 45 students
who have received scholarships
for 2021.
04 | ANNUAL REPORT 2020

CHARLAS/SPEAKER SERIES

You have asked us for ways to stay
connected to the school, even
though you can’t get there,
physically. We organized two
different events that were
attended by over 100 people. Look
for our next event coming soon.
SOCIAL MEDIA AWARENESS

A former Mountain School
student, Jared O’Brien, has
stepped up to organize online
promotional efforts to raise
awareness of online Spanish
classes which will continue even
after the Mountain School opens
back up. Be watching for a higher
online profile.

NEW PROJECTS

With no students attending the
Mountain School, a group of
women have started farming
collectively with the aim of
replacing the lost income. With the
help of seed money from you, they
are raising vegetables and
chickens for eggs. We will support
these and other self-sustaining
projects in the coming year.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Corporate Donations
2.7%

Investment Income
1%

Income:
$84,849

Individual Donations
96.6%

Admin Expenses
11.1%
School Maintenance
3.2%

Expenses:
$75,293

Emergency Food Project
64.2%
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Scholarships
21.1%

